# Preface
[n more than 60 years of its existence, India's Constitution has evolved into a tool for social revolution, and the idea of socialism has remained central to this evolution. This course, indeed, was determined by a constant interaction between the political leadership of the times at one level and the higher judiciary constituted by the various High Courts and the Supreme Court at another level. The sole determinant or the basis of this evolution has been the quest, common to both the institutions, to strike a harmonious balance between the idea of political justice as laid out in Part III of the Constitution (defined as Fundamental Rights), and social and economic justice as laid out in Part IV of the Constitution (defined as the Directive Principles of State Policy). The makers of the Constitution laid this framework as the foundation on which the independent nation was to be built by qualifying justice in the manner in which they did. The Preamble, which was added to the Constitution only after all other provisions were debated and approved, reflected the collective thoughts and aspirations of those in the Constituent Assembly. The final scheme of the Constitution did lay out the scope of justice as not merely an abstract political expression, but more comprehensively as a concrete goal. In defining justice, thus, the makers of the Constitution rendered to the concept a meaning by which political equality was perceived as possible only as a consequence of social and economic equality.
In other words, the founding fathers of the Constitution were convinced that while political justice shall be the ultimate objective, the road to that goal had to tackle and attack social and economic injustice. It may be argued that the injunction against the infringement of political justice,